
General Comments 

The authors seem to have academic future shock. They’re so excited about the digital that they 
outrun their own evidence. 
There is something about digital writing that seems more accepting and less judgmental than 
print writing. It’s not that the ideas discussed are any less “serious,” but rather that the means of 
expressing them comes across as more conversational. 
I think we are getting beyond the simple “pro-con” level of commenting on digital media. 

Blog and Twitter 

One of my biggest concerns about this course thus far is trying (and failing!) to identify some 
kind of pattern in your (Joe’s) comments on our WordPress blogs. . . . Are we on-target or not? 
I wonder if it might be better for the comments on our blogs (a chance to create more 
discussion) if we published our posts on Wed instead of Tues and then only had one day to 
comment on entries. This way I think the discussions could be more immediate. 
I also like the twitter feed, though I use it much less than the blog. I think we’re still searching 
for what leads to more extended conversations on Twitter (or if that should even be the goal). 

Pace and Workload 

What I’m enjoying so far about this class is the readings. It gets to be a lot each week to read an 
entire 300-page book, but so far they’ve all been interesting. 
The level of interconnectivity (via twitter/blog/discussion) feels so much more involved than my 
other courses—I worry about us (or me, I should say) running out of steam or getting frustrated. 
It is easy to become a little overwhelmed by the sheer bulk—I read everything, but it often takes 
me a while to formulate a response (if I am even able to) in 48 hours. I like that the class 
discussion builds from the blog posts, but I’m also still a little unsure of the extent to which our 
readings should infuse one or the other. 

Digital Essay 

The main thing on my mind is the *BIG* digital essay assignment. I really want to spend a bit 
more time discussing the affordances of the digital essay as a genre that cuts across genres . . . 
which is both exciting and scary. 
I will admit that I’m moderately nervous about our increasing use of the affordances of digital 
media. I think it challenges me to be creative intellectually in ways that are not as comfortable as 
writing solely in print. 

	  
	  


